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Music videos have taken another stance in our society. People have gone beyond just listening to the music and enjoying the dance moves involved in the video to analyzing the specific messages the words and images of the video depict. Music videos have been said to have many themes communicated through their words and images. Music videos combine words and images to display gender roles as well as the position of women in our society. In this paper, I will analyze music videos and how they present the themes of gender roles and how they present the image of women in society. To facilitate this, I will use the music video, Blurred Lines by Robin Thicke ft. T.I., Pharrell. 
The music video, Blurred lines represents the theme of gender roles which is in accordance with the traditional gender roles. In the music video, the woman should be like a servant to the man where the woman should provide everything the man wants, and the man should be the head of the family to protect the women from any dangers arising. The video also represents women as people who are lesser in society compared to men, and people who are prone to domestic violence which mostly is caused by men, (Shearer, Cindy et al. p. 319). All these aspects which are evident in the music video align very well with the traditional gender roles and women stereotypes in our society. This then implies that the music video reinforces traditional gender roles. 
In Blurred Lines music video, the roles of women and men are presented just the way Newsom and Kimmel presented them, where women are seen as objects of pleasure and they are meant to consider beauty rather than their intellectual achievement or leadership. The video also agrees with Kimmel where men have pressure to compete, to hide their feelings, and even result in violence so as to prove their manhood to the women. In music videos, women are depicted as objects of pleasure. In our societies, women are only valued by men as objects where men could get their sexual satisfaction. They are not seen as anything more than that, especially by men. 
In the music video Blurred Lines, the women in the video appear to be half naked and even at some point some of them appear with a total nakedness at their tops. Women are also presented as objects of pleasure and sexual satisfaction in the music video when T.I, one of the performers sings that, “I’ll give you something big enough to tear you ass into two,” he also compares himself to the old guy of the lady by saying that, “Nothing like your last guy, he too square for you, He don’t smack that ass and pull your hair like that.” This clearly shows that T.I is not interested in anything from the woman rather than getting her on the bed for sex with her which is just a representation of what men take women for in the society. In the contrary, men have dressed decently and in fact, in most part of the video, the men have won suits making them very presentable. This then means that women are only considered as objects to reveal beauty to attract viewers just with their curves while their dignity is not taken into consideration. 
In the video, women are also depicted as servants to men. In our society, women are said to submit to men and become servants to men by offering them all what they need. Women are also represented as waitresses according to our societies stereotypes. Our society usually has the notion that women are the ones who should work as waitresses in clubs so as to attract many customers especially the men. This is evident in the video where a woman in the video is serving Robin Thicke with a cigarette, lights it up and even serves the man with wine. All this is done while the man is sited down and relaxed a depiction of how women are supposed to be servers of men on all aspects.  
Women are also given the role of engaging themselves in explicit, sexual, and passive behavior through their dance styles. Women in our society are also seen as people who are to dance shaking their naked body so as to attract and entertain people. People always have the notion that when women dance with their clothes on, that dance is not viewed as entertaining nor attractive. They are therefore supposed to dance half naked to give that attraction. This is evident in the video where the women seem to be dancing half naked and the dance moves they give might imply a sexual and passive behavior. The words of the song also have a depiction of how women dance to give sexual and passive behavior where Robin Thicker, one of the performer sings telling the women, “shake your rump, get down, get up-a, do it like it hurt, like it hurt.” While singing that verse, the women are seen making dance moves which are sexually suggesting with some of them rolling around Robin Thicke as if they are seducing him.
Women are always seen as subjects of domestic conflicts and are seen as subordinates of men who are prone to punishment when they do wrong just like children. Women are also prone to mistreatment by men. Our society has had negative stereotypes towards women where some men always give beatings to their women either when they do wrong or even without any mistake. It has been argued that women and children are the culprits of domestic violence and they are affected most. This is evident in the music video. Blurred lines where Robin Thicke sings to the lady saying that, “Ok, now he was close, tried to domesticate you, but you’re an animal, baby, it’s your nature, just let me liberate you.” 
According to this stanza by Robin Thicke, he was trying to seduce a girl to like him, a girl who had a man already. It seems the man was mistreating the lady by making her stay at home all the time. Robin Thicke is promising the woman that when she accepts him, she will liberate her from all those sufferings. This has mostly occurred in our society where men lock up their women such that they do not attend any social gatherings nor attend to any work. They do this saying that they are protecting them from being seduced by other men and yet the men themselves do not lock themselves up at homes to protect themselves from seducing other women. This acts as a foul play on the side of women. This is the case which is presented by the music video where the woman being sang for by Robin had been domesticated by the man as an animal. 
Men are seen as the source of violence in society. Men try to show their manhood to the women by starting physical violence. They believe that through physical violence, the women will get to respect them. Most of them know that women are physically weak compared to men and that they will be able to defeat them physically and hence declaring their presence in the family. This is evident in the video where Robin Thicke tells the woman she is seducing that the man she has been having has been domesticating her and treating her like an animal and that he will liberate her from the sufferings. This shows that the woman has been going through some domestic violence which has been caused by the man they have been staying with. 
Men are also known for drinking alcohol or wine and smoking cigarettes. In our society, coming across a man in a club taking alcohol and cigarettes might not be a problem compared to coming across a woman in a club drinking alcohol. This is because we have had the notion that the habit of drinking is only for men. This idea is depicted in the video, where we can see Robin Thicke taking wine and a cigarette while the women are not doing it. 
Men are also said to be competing and hiding their feelings towards a person. Men are always in competition for everything in society including women. You may find that two male friends are in love with the same woman but one of them does not reveal the love to the lady so as to maintain their good relationship with the other man. However, with time, the second man will come to confess to the lady about his feelings to her. This is evident from the video where Robin Thicket is confessing of his love to the lady despite the fact that he knows that the lady is having another man. This is the reality of life where men tend to be highly competitive. Throughout the music lyrics, Robin Thicke is speaking words of love to the woman to seduce her to become his and leave the other man. 
In conclusion, it is very clear that what we do in our daily activities from work to composing music videos depicts our ways of living in our society and the beliefs we have mostly regarding gender roles and gender stereotyping. Having ethical and moral behaviors and roles in all our doings will be more attractive to everybody than having unethical behaviors in our lives. This mostly affects the music industry where we believe that a music video without sexually seductive images and the vulgar language is not fit for the market since people will not be attracted to it. However, this notion is not true, coming up with an ethical composition might attract many viewers and will help maintain dignity, especially for women. It is the high time that we start respecting women for who they are and maintaining their dignity. Women have risen in our society over time where they have proven their worth and hence we should respect their efforts and withdraw the negative stereotypes we have for them. We should also stop using them as objects of pleasure to display their beauty and start testing their leadership abilities to measure and determine their abilities. 
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